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MAG UTRECHT HAS COME UP WITH LIST OF MUST-SEES 
AND MUST-DOS FOR A FABULOUS DAY (AND NIGHT) IN 

TOWN. THIS TIME, WE’RE HEADING FOR LEIDSCHE RIJN, 
AS IT’S TWENTY YEARS SINCE THE FIRST RESIDENTS 
PICKED UP THE KEYS TO THEIR HOMES IN THIS NEW 
DISTRICT. CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION FROM 19 MAY.

By Dieuwke de Boer
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Morning
The bike ride from Utrecht city centre to 
Leidsche Rijn across the iconic ‘Yellow Bridge’ 

1  at the end of Vleutenseweg takes about 
twenty minutes. Or you can take the train from 
Utrecht Centraal towards The Hague or 
Woerden, which gets you to Utrecht Leidsche 
Rijn station 2  in a couple of minutes. Then it’s 
just a short walk to Berlijnplein 3 . These days, 
this enormous square built over the motorway 
serves as an exhibition hall for art, design and 
technology. A little further along, you’ll find 
Brusselplein 4 , which is where the festivities 
for ‘20 years of New Neighbours’ kick off on 19 
May. Local residents under 21 have thought up 
and organised all kinds of fun activities, ranging 
from music to acrobatics. The day also marks the 
opening of the Leidsche Rijn Centre 5 , the new 
nerve centre of the district offering a range of 
shops and restaurants. The next building of note 
is art pavilion Het Gebouw of De Vrijstaat 6  (Hof 
van Monaco 3), which often hosts weekend 
exhibitions. Het Gebouw is an attraction in itself: 
two white ‘boxes’ placed diagonally on top of 
each other. But there’s more art around: on 2 
June, you can take a peek inside the studios-
come-homes in Kersenboomgaard 7  (Emmy 
van Lokhorststraat 02-60), where budding 
artists live and work. 

Afternoon
Bike towards Máxima Park 8   
or take the train from Utrecht 
Leidsche Rijn to Utrecht 
Terwijde station 9 . If you’re 
interested in the history of the 
site of this housing estate, go 
to Castellum Hoge Woerd 10  
(Hoge Woerdplein 1).  
The Romans once used this fort 
to guard the border of their 
empire and it has thrown up 
lots of archaeological finds. 
The castellum is a modern 
interpretation of a Roman fort, 
housing a huge collection of 
treasures and knowledge.  
The Maximus brewery 11  
(Pratumplaats 2A) is nearby and 
the perfect spot to try a local 
craft beer. Nature-lovers will 
not be disappointed either: 
Máxima Park has a Japanese 
garden, a woodland playground 
for the kids and the Vlinderhof 
12  (Alendorperweg 44), a 
garden with hundreds of plants 
specially chosen to attract bees 
and butterflies. When it’s time 
for a drink and a bite to eat,  
go to the Anafora Park 
Restaurant 13  (Uilenboslaan 1), 
Rare Jongens 14  (Het Zand 52) 
or Restaurant Dengh 15   
(Enghlaan 17).

> Check 20jaarleidscherijn.nl for the complete 
programme of 20 years of New Neighbours.  

You can find an overview of places to eat and 
drink on uiteteninleidscherijn.nl
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Night
For an evening of music, 
check the agenda at pop 
podium dB’s 19  (CAB-Rondom 
100), a good place to go for a 
beer even if there isn’t a live 
band playing. In the same 
building, a former bus repair 
garage belonging to the 
Dutch railways, you’ll also 
find the comfy Filmcafé 20

(CAB-Rondom 90A). They 
screen arthouse films and real 
classics, as well as films that 
the organisers think everyone 
should see. After watching a 
film, dance the rest of the 
night away to jazz, soul, funk, 
disco, rock & roll and hip-hop. 
You could also check out the 
agenda of WAS 21  
(Tractieweg 41). This is a 
pop-up club in the former 
staff changing rooms of a 
historic factory where they 
used to make engines, steam 
machines and other rolling 
stock. The club isn’t open 
every weekend, but you might 
be lucky if you fancy a night of 
dancing to electronic music.

Evening
We return to the city centre 
to start the evening, biking 
back across the Yellow Bridge. 
Bike along Vleutenseweg and turn 
left into Thomas à Kempisplantsoen. 
Take another left into Cartesiusweg. If 
you’re travelling by train, go back to 
Utrecht Centraal from Utrecht Terwijde, 
and change trains for one heading for 
Utrecht Zuilen 16 . From there, it’s just a 
couple of minutes to Oproer 17  (CAB-
Rondom 90A) by foot. The range of beers 
in this brewery pub changes regularly so 
it’s best just to walk in and see what 
they’ve got on draught. You can eat here 
too: the vegan and organic menu features 
new dishes every month. Just up the road, 
you’ve got Werkspoorcafé De Leckere 18  
(Tractieweg 43), the tasting bar of another 
Utrecht-based brewery. This pub with its 
industrial look doesn’t just pour its own 
pints, but also serves beer produced by 
other breweries. Try a selection of cold 
sausage, salami, cheese and ham to 
accompany your beer. And if the weather’s 
nice, relax on the outside the terrace 
looking across the Amsterdam-Rijn canal.
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> Check 
visit-utrecht.com
for more must-sees 
and must-dos.
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